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1. Success is its Own Reward

2. Chain of Command

3. What a Difference a Day Makes

4. The Rest of Who I am
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AUTHOR NOTES

00-001 : Here is a reprisal of the dialogue spoken during the last episode of the Sinnoh 

arc. It is supposed to be a little vague, but if you've seen the episode "Altered Paths" 

kicks off from, you'll have no trouble matching the voices to their owners.

00-002 : Giovanni may not say much out loud, but he certainly cogitates a great deal.

What could he be plotting?

01-001 : Unknown by the rest of Team Rocket's operatives, Jessie, James and Meowth 

have been involved in a unique mission for the past five years. One they've tried to get 

out of, since it tends to be rather painful. But what's this? Finally getting the promotion 

they've longed for?

01-002 : While this page is reference to events that happen during the first episode of 

season 5, with the slam of a giant foot, it is also the point where the animé continuity 

splits from the Rebirth one. Ash's outfit here is slightly based off the one he wore in the 

Unova arcs, with a differing colour scheme.

01-003 : If you're wondering where a chunk of Ash's pokémon are, they've since been 

relocated to various places. Torkoal works at Ash's Uncle Marty's fish bar, and all his 

water type pokémon hang out at Cerulean Gym – because it's fun there and they get to 

battle challengers now and then.

01-004 : I figured it was possible to make Team Rocket threatening without giving 

them a complete personality overhaul. All they needed was better equipment and less 

mistake-making. If any of you are curious, the mecha was designed by Tim Dixon. Also 

the last three panels are a sort of fun-poke at the instances where one member of the 

'twerps' will repeat exactly what another just said moments previously.

01-006 : Delia's mother sense is tingling. And so is Tracey's long-buried Rocket sense.

01-007 : Leading Ash to a more secluded area was part of the brief – as to whether 

making him angry in the process was as well, I can't really say.



The trio weren't trying to kill Ash...they just knew they could get away with pulling stunts

like that on him because of his inexplicable powers of good fortune.

01-008 : Eagle-eyed readers will have noticed that the area of the cockpit the speech 

bubble is pointing at has been dictating who is speaking. Though if you're particularly 

familiar with seasons 1-8 of the animé, you'll probably be able to tell who it is from the 

content and style of their dialogue.

01-009 : The biggest problem with strategy is that the pokémon tend to have to wait 

around for their trainer's instructions. The events of panels 8-13 happen quite rapidly.

01-011 : Losing in a Gym match or tournament is one thing, but this is one loss Ash has 

not experienced before. He isn't taking it so well. Anyone remember Samuel's 

charmeleon? He's still around – age has made him a touch slow, mind, so he doesn't 

battle all that much.

02-001 : The outfits Jessie and James are wearing are a nod to the first Unova season 

of the animé. And if anyone's curious, the box Meowth is hiding under reads 'Sprinters 

Chips'.

02-007 : One of the segments preserved from the original version of Altered Paths 

was James and Meowth competing to answer the door.

02-008 : It may not have seemed like it with Jessie's force and bossiness, but indeed 

James was designated team leader of their trio.

02-009 : Jessie may have harped on about working alone in the past, but that was 

only because she knew she couldn't get hurt that way. Faced with separation from the 

only people she really clicked with since leaving Pokémon Medical School, she panics.

03-001 : By 'compatibility', he means 'complete brainwashed subservience'.

03-005 : Outside HQ, general reaction to Meowth and his abilities was often 

astonishment, amazement and intrigue. Inside HQ, it's a whole different story.



03-007 : Imagine the dunsparce sounding very posh – it's entertaining.

04-002 : I know Meowth said way back in the archives of the Pokémon animé that 

he'd spent so much energy learning how to walk and talk human language that there was

nothing left for evolving, but that always seemed rather off to me. If a pokémon in the 

animeverse only had one chance at evolving, Piplup would have never required an 

Everstone.

04-004 : Basically he's putting Meowth through a machine that simulates a pokémon 

tradeover.

04-008 : If you look closely at Gloria's shelf, you'll see she likes collecting the Ocian 

equivalent of Fabergé eggs. She'd like to be a Pokémon Breeder, you see.

04-010 : A small homage to pettyartist's Nuzlocke fan comics in the form of Gloria's 

rather oversized alarm clock here. I wonder where she got that from..

05-004 : The title of the magazine is "Wide Lens" – a reference to the game item.

05-005 : Mr. Persefois' design was modelled on a kricketune. The word 'persefois' was 

something I heard in one of my dreams and I really wanted to use it somewhere.

05-008 : Gloria's father is the man with the strong European-ish accent you can see in

silhouette accompanying Dr. Fuji in the 'Birth of Mewtwo' prologue (part of the first movie

that was cut and later dubbed)

06-001 : Philippa Gissing, makie-chu and giratinium contributed the designs for 

Celia, Larissa and Grant on the bottom panel, respectively.

07-004 : The 'soul' extraction done to Errol here is the same ability a haunter 

employed on Ash and Pikachu in the season 1 anime episode, "The Tower of Terror."

07-006 : The scientist's 'creepy pest' remark is a passing reference to 'creepypasta', 

which tends to include a lot of ghosty type goings on.
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07-008 : This page represents at least a few days passage of time, possibly more than

that. The tools Errol uses to make his charm wearable again were probably handled 

during a session educating grunt rankers on how to repair various things like their own 

weapons/gadgets/vehicles. Possibly even educating them on how to dismantle things, 

too.

07-009 : Where could Errol be sitting? That, my friends, is a question that will be 

answered in Ultimatum.

This concludes 'Altered Paths' 2011 revision!
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